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ESSENTIAL CIVIL WAR CURRICULUM

Official Records of the Union and

Confederate Armies
By Alan C. Aimone

Resources

If you can read only one book

Author

Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Aimone, Alan Conrad and Barbara A.

A User’s Guide to the Official Records of the
American Civil War. Shippensburg, PA:
White Mane Publishing, 1993.

Books - The Official Records

Author

Title. City: Publisher, Year.

United States War Department.

War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies, 128 vols.
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1880-1901. Known as the OR.

United States War Department.

Atlas to Accompany the Official Records of
the Union and Confederate Armies. Comp.
by Calvin D. Cowles, issued in 35 numbered
and 2 unnumbered parts and in bound
editions in two or three volumes.
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1891-1895). Known as the ORA.

United States Navy Department.

Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Navies in the War of the
Rebellion 31 vols. (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1894-1927).
Known as the ORN.
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Publications - Related to the OR

Author

Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Bailey, Anne J. and Daniel E. Sutherland.

“History and Historians of Civil War
Arkansas,” Arkansas Historical Quarterly,
vol. 58, no. 3 (1999).

Beers, Henry Putney, comp.

Confederacy: A Guide to the Archives of the
Government of the Confederate States of
America. Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office, 1968.

Billings, Elden E.

“Military Operations of the Civil War, a
Guide-Index to the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies by Dallas
Irvine,” Military Affairs, vol. 34, no. 4 (Dec.
1970): 144.

Carson, James

Against the Grain: Colonel Henry M.
Lazelle and the U.S. Army. Denton:
University of North Texas Press, 2015.

Deutrich, Mabel E.

Struggle for Supremacy: The Career of
General Fred C. Ainsworth. Washington,
D.C.: Public Affairs Press, 1962.

Eisendrath, Jr., Joseph L.

“Official Records, Sixty-Three Years in the
Making,” Civil War History, vol. 1 (Mar.
1955): 89-94.

Hewett, Janet B., ed.

Roster of Confederate Soldiers, 1861-1865,
16 vols. Wilmington, NC: Broadfoot
Publishing, 1995. The original version is
Consolidated Index to Compiled Service
Records of the Confederate Soldiers. M253.
Washington, DC: National Archives and
Records Service, 1957. 535 16 mm
microfilm reels.

Roster of Union Soldiers, 1861-1865, 33
vols. Wilmington, NC: Broadfoot
Publishing, 1997.

Supplement to the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies, 100 vols.
Wilmington, NC: Broadfoot Publishing,

1994-2001.

“Updating the Documentary History of the
U.S. Civil War: The Supplement to the
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Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies,” Journal of
Government Information, vol.26, no.1
(1999): 43-55.

Irvine, Dallas D.

“Archives Office of the War Department:
Depository of Captured Confederate
Archives, 1866-1881,” Military Affairs,
vol.10 (Spring 1946): 93-111.

“Fate of Confederate Archives,” American
Historical Review, vol. 44 (July 1939): 823-
41.

“Genesis of the Official Records,”
Mississippi Valley Historical Review, vol. 24
(Sept. 1937): 221-9.

Military Operations of the Civil War: A
Guide-Index to the Official Records, 1861-
1865, 5 vols. Washington, DC: U.S. National
Archives and Records Service, 1961-1978.
Microfilmed., M1036, 1 roll. Washington,
D.C.: 1977.

“Prospectus: Military Operations of the
Civil War: A Guide-Index to the ‘Official
Records’, Armies, 1861-1865,” Washington,
D.C.: 1966.

“Rootstock of Error,” Prologue: The
Journal of the National Archives, vol. 2, no.
1 (Spring 1970): 10-14.

J.B.F. “Official Records of the War of the
Rebellion,” Journal of the Military Service
Institution of the United States, no. 10
(1882): 288.

Lokke, Carl L. “Captured Confederate Records under

Francis Lieber,” American Archivist, vol. 9
(Oct. 1946): 277-319.

Longstreet, Helen Dortch.

Lee and Longstreet at High Tide:

Gettysburg in the Light of the Official
Records. Gainesville, GA: Author, 1904.
Reviewed by E. P. Alexander, American
Historical Review, vol. 10, no. 4 (July 1905):
903-4.

Mahan, Harold E.

“Arsenal of History: ‘The Official Records
of the War of the Rebellion’,” Civil War
History, vol. 29, no. 1 (Mar. 1983): 5-27.
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“Search for Arkansas Civil War Records,
1892 Arkansas Historical Quarterly, vol.
41, no. 3 (Autumn 1982): 253-6.

McMurray, Richard M.

“Atlanta Campaign of 1864: A New Look,”
Civil War History, vol. 22, no. 1 (Mar.1976):
5-15.

“MacKall Journal and Its Antecedents,”
Civil War History, vol. 20, no. 4 (Dec.
1974): 311-28.

Meier, Michael T.

“Civil War Draft Records: Exemptions and
Enrollments,” Prologue, vol. 26, no. 4
(Winter 1994): 282-6.

Military Historian and Economist, “Our War
Documents,” vol. 3 (Jan. 1918): 1-6.

Munden, Kenneth W. and Henry Putney
Beers, comps.

Union: A Guide to Federal Archives
Relating to the Civil War. Washington, DC:
National Archives, 1962.

Musick, Michael P.

“Civil War Records: An Introduction and
Invitation,” Prologue, vol. 27, no. 2
(Summer 1995): 145-9.

“Honorable Reports: Battles, Campaigns,
and Skirmishes — Civil War Records and
Research,” Prologue, vol. 27, no. 3 (Fall
1995): 258-77.

“Little Regiment: Civil War Units and
Commands,” Prologue, vol. 27, no. 2
(Summer 1995): 145, 150-71.

“War In an Age of Wonder: Civil War Arms
and Equipment,” Prologue, vol. 27, no. 4
(Winter 1995): 348-67.

Naisawald, Louis V.

“New Look in Military History: A
Comparison of the United States Army’s
Historical Treatment of the American Civil
War and World War I1,” Military Review,
vol. 34, no. 6 (Sept.1954: 13-18.

New York Times Magazine Supplement, “A
Mammoth Book: Official Records of the
Civil War Compiled at Last in 128 VVolumes.
Cost Nearly Three Millions of Dollars,”
(Oct. 6, 1901): 8.

New York Tribune. “Records of the Civil
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War: A Work of Great Value, But Marred
By Many Blemishes. Significance of the
War Department Recent Order Hastening the
Work,” (Oct. 6, 1898):11.

Parker, J. Carlyle, comp.

A Personal name index to Orton’s Records
of California Men in the War of the
Rebellion, 1861 to 1867: Index. Detroit:
Gale Research, 1978.

Pease, Theodore Calvin.

“A Caution Regarding Military
Documents,” American Historical Review,
vol. 26 (Oct. 1920 — July 1921): 282-3.

Plante, Trevor K., comp.

Military Service Records at the National
Archives, Reference Information Paper 109.
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and
Records Administration, 2007.

“Shady Side of the Family Tree: Civil War
Union Court-Martial Case Files,” Prologue,
vol. 30, no. 4 (Winter 1998).

Purifay, John.

“Memory Not Trustworthy,” Confederate
Veteran, vol. 28, no. 9 (Sept. 1920): 327-8.

Ramsdell, Charles W.

“Some Problems Involved in Writing the
History of the Confederacy,” Journal of
Southern History, vol. 2, no. 2 (May 1936):
133-47.

Reardon, Carol.

Soldiers and Scholars: The U.S. Army and
the Uses of Military History, 1865-1920.
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas,
1990.

Riepma, Siert F.

“Soldier-Archivist and His Records,”
American Archivist, vol. 4 (July 1941):178-
87.

Robertson, James Irvin, Jr.

“War in Words,” Civil War Times
Illustrated, vol. 10 (Apr. 1972): 48.

Stonewall Jackson: The Man, the Soldier,
The Legend. New York: Simon & Schuster,
1997.

Ross, Joseph B., comp.

Tabular Analysis of the Records of the U.S.
Colored Troops and Their Predecessor Units
in the National Archives of the United States.
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and
Records Service, 1973.
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Ruffin, William. Address on the life and services of General
Marcus J. Wright delivered before R. E. Lee
Camp No. 1 of the Confederate Veterans.
Richmond: February 26, 1915.

Smith, Dale C. “Military Medical History: The American

Civil War,” Organization of American
Historians: Magazine of History, vol. 19, no.
5 (Sept. 2005): 17-19.

Starnes, Richard D.

“Forever Faithful: The Southern Historical
Society and Confederate Historical
Memory,” Southern Cultures, 2, No. 2
(Winter 1996):177-94.

Sternhell, Yael A.

“The Afterlives of a Confederate Archive:
Civil War Documents and the Making of
Sectional Reconciliation,” Journal of
American History 102 (March 2016):693-
718.

Stuart, Meriwether.

“Record of Virginia, Forces: A Study in the

Compilation of Civil War Records,” Virginia
Magazine of History and Biography, vol. 68,
no. 1 (Jan.1960): 3-57.

United States Congress.

H.R. Rep. No. 55-1536, (1898) (To Furnish
Rebellion Records to Members of the 55
Congress).

S. Rep. No. 55-101, (1898) (Distribution of
Official Records of War of the Rebellion).

H.R. Rep. No. 55-54, (1899) (Letter
Regarding Publication, etc. of Rebellion
Records).

S. Rep. No. 56-1395, (1899) (Sets of
Rebellion Records for Members of the 56™
Congress).

S. Rep. No. 56-147, (1901) (Communication
Regarding Additional Sets of Rebellion
Records).

H.R. Rep. 66-959, (1921) (Disposition of
Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies)

United States Superintendent of
Documents.

Checklist of United States Public Documents,
1789-1909, 3" ed. rev. and enl. Washington,
D.C.: GPO, 1911/NewYork: Kraus Reprint
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Corporation, 1962 rept.

United States Record and Pension Office.

Libraries. List of Libraries, Organizations
and Educational Institutions in the United
Sates Supplied with Official records of the
Union and Confederate Armies. Washington,
D.C.: 1903.

United States War Department Adjutant
General’s office.

Adjutant General’s office. “...Tribute to the
Memory of Lieutenant Colonel Robert N.
Scott,” Army and Navy Journal (March 12,
1904): 661.

United States War Department Military
Secretary.

“Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies: Regulations Relating
to the Distribution and Sale,” (May 12,
1904).

Van Tassel, David D.

“American Historical Association and the
South, 1884-1913,” Journal of Southern
History, vol. 23, no. 4 (Nov. 1957): 465-82.

Wright, General Marcus J.,

“Valuable Aid in War Records,”
Confederate Veteran, vol. 20, no. 8 (Aug.
1912): 356.

“War Records Department Overworked,”
Confederate Veteran, vol. 16, no. 11 (Nov.
1908): 596.

Publications - Related to the ORA

Author

Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Campbell, Albert.

“Lost War Maps of the Confederates,”
Century Magazine, vol. 35, no. 3 (1888):
479-81.

Canan, H. V.

“Maps for the Civil War,” Armor, vol. 65
(Sept.-Oct. 1956): 34-42,

Davis, George B., et al.

Official Military Atlas of the Civil War,
Wilson Quarterly, vol. 3, no. 4 (Autumn
1976): 152.

Esposito, Vincent J., ed.

West Point Atlas of American Civil War. H-
Bar Enterprises, 1999. CD-ROM. This atlas
was especially designed for the cadets of the
United States Military Academy as an aid in
their studies in the history of the military art.

Gibson, Dennis A., ed.

Index to Louisiana Place Names Mentioned
in the War of the Rebellion. Lafayette:
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University of Southwestern Louisiana, 1975.

Gottfried, Bradley M.

Maps of Gettysburg: An Atlas of the
Gettysburg campaign, June 3 — July 13,
1863. New York: Savas Beatie, 2007. E468,
G68.

Griess, Thomas E., ed.

Atlas for the American Civil War. The West
Point Military History Series. New York:
Frederick A. Praeger, 1962.

Hotchkiss, Jedediah. Ed. by Archie P.
McDonald.

“Make Me a Map of the Valley”: The Civil
War Journal of Stonewall Jackson’s
Topographer, Dallas, TX: Southern
Methodist University Press, 1973.

Lilley, David A.

“Anticipating the Atlas to Accompany the
Official Records: Post-War Mapping of
Civil War Battlefields,” Lincoln Herald,
no. 84 (Spring 1982): 37-42.

“Antietam Battlefield Board and Its Atlas:
Or the Genesis of the Corman-Cope Maps,”
Lincoln Herald, no. 82 (Summer 1980):
380-7.

McElfresh, Earl B.

Antietam battlefield, Sharpsburg, Maryland,
1862. Olean, New York: McElfresh, 1994.

Battlefield of Cold Harbor, Hanover County,
Virginia, 1864. Olean, New York:
McElfresh, 2000.

Battlefield of Shiloh, Tennessee, 1862.
Olean, New York: McElfresh, 1993.

Cedar Mountain battlefield, Culpeper
County, Virginia, 1862. Olean, New York:
McElfresh, 1997.

Maps and Mapmakers of the Civil War. New
York: Harry N. Abrams, 1999.

Theater map of the Gettysburg Campaign,
1863. Olean, New York: McElfresh, 1963.

Muntz, A. Philip.

“Union Mapping in the American Civil
War,” Imago Mundi, vol. 17 (1963): 90-4.

Nichols, James L.

“Confederate Map Supply,” Military
Review, vol. 46 (Jan.-Feb. 1954): 28-32.

O’Reilly, Noel S., David C. Bosse and
Robert W. Karrow, Jr., eds.

“Civil War Maps: A Graphic Index to the
Atlas to Accompany the Official Records of
the Union and Confederate Armies,”
Occasional Publication No. 1. Chicago:
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Newberry Library, 1987.

Pohanka, Brian.

Mapping the Civil War: Featuring Rare
Maps from the Library of Congress.
Washington, D.C.: Fulcrum Group, 1992.

Rhoads, James Berton.

“Civil War Maps and Mapping,” Military
Engineer, vol. 49, no. 327 (Jan.-Feb. 1957):
38-43.

Stephenson, Richard W., comp.

Civil War Maps: An Annotated list of maps
and Atlases in the Library of Congress, 2"
ed. Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress,
1989.

Sauerlender, Philip H.

“A Matter of Record: Photography in the
Atlas to Accompany the Official Records of
the Union and Confederate Armies,” History
of Photography, vol. 7 (Apr.-June 1983):
121-4.

United States Department of Commerce.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. National Ocean Survey.
Map Library. Physical Science Services
Branch, Scientific Services Division, comp.

National Ocean Survey, Carto-bibliography
Civil War Collection. Rockville, MD: U.S.
Department of Commerce, 1980.

United States National Archives and
Records Administration.

Guide to Civil War Maps in the National
Archives, 2" ed. Washington, D.C.:
Smithsonian Institute Press, 1986.

Virginia Historical Society.

Confederate Engineer Maps: Jeremy Francis
Gilmer Collection. Richmond: Virginia
Historical Society, 1989.

United States War Department.

The Official Atlas of the Civil War. New
York: Thomas Yoseloff, 1958.

Official Military Atlas of the Civil War.
New York: Fairfax Press, 1983.

Publications - Related to the ORN

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year.
“Assistant Secretary of the Navy,” Harper’s
Weekly, vol. 34, no. 1755 (Aug. 9, 1890):
627.

Bacon, Lee D., “Civil War and Later Navy personnel

Records at the National Archives, 1861-
1924,” Prologue, vol. 27, no. 2 (Summer
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1995): 178-82.

Callahan, James Morton.

“Confederate Diplomatic Archives — The
Pickett Papers,” South Atlantic Quarterly,
vol. 2 (Jan. 1903): 1-9.

Glee, Bess. “Navy Department Records in the National
Archives,” Military Affairs, vol. 7 (Winter
1943): 247-52.

McElroy, J. W. Office of Naval Records and Library, 1882-

1946. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department
of the Navy, 1946.

United States Congress.

H.R. Rep. No. 60-, (1909) (Supplemental
Estimates for Naval War Records Office).

United States Department of the Navy.
Naval Historical Center.

Editing Naval Documents: An Historical
Appreciation. Washington, D.C.: United
States Department of the Navy, 1984.

Report of the Secretary of the Navy.
Washington, D.C.: United States Department
of the Navy, 1883, 1888, 1893, 1901, 1903,
1905 and1909.

United States Naval War Records Office.

Register of Officers of the Confederate States
Navy, 1861-1865, rev. ed. Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1931/Mattituck,
New York: J. M. Carroll, 1983 rept.

Publications - Other Official Records Published Separately

Author

Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Gilmore, Quincy Adams.

Engineer and Artillery Operations Against
the Defences of Charleston Harbor in 1863:
Comprising the Descent Upon Morris island,
the Demolition of Fort Sumter, the Reduction
of Forts Wagner and Gregg; with
Observations on Heavy Ordnance,
Fortifications, etc. with the  Official
Reports of Chief of Artillery, Assistant
Engineers, etc.; Illustrated by Seventy-Six
Plates and Engraved Views. New York: D.
Van Nostrand, 1865.

Johnson, John.

Defense of Charleston Harbor, Including
Fort Sumter and the Adjacent Islands, 1863-
1865. With Original papers in Appendix,
Full Official Reports, Maps, and
Illustrations. Charleston, SC: Walker, Evans
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& Cogswell, 1890.

Surgeon General United States Army
prepared under the direction of Surgeon
General Joseph K. Barnes.

6 vols. Medical and Surgical History of the
War of the Rebellion, 1861-1865.
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1870-1888.

Frank Moore, ed.

12 vols. The Rebellion Record: A Diary of
American Events. New York: Putnam vols.
1-6, 1861-3/VVan Nostrand, vols. 7-12, 1864-
8.

Parrish, T. Michael and Robert M.
Willingham, Jr.

Confederate Imprints: A Bibliography of
Southern Publications from Secessions to
Surrender: Expanding and Revising the
Earlier Works of Majorie Crandall and
Richard Hardwell. Austin, TX: Jenkins
Publishing/Katonah, NY: Gary A. Foster,
1987.

Southern Historical Society.

52 vols. Southern Historical Society Papers.
Richmond VA: Southern Historical Society,
vols.1-49, 1876-1943/Virginia Historical
Society, vols. 50-52, 1953-1959.

Janet B. Hewett, ed.

Supplement to the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies. Wilmington,
NC: Broadfoot, 1994-1999.

United States Quartermaster’s Department.

Commanders of Army, Corps, Divisions and
Brigades, U.S. Army, 1861-1865.
Philadelphia: Burke & McFetridge, 1888.

Flags of the Army of the United States
Carried During the War of the Rebellion
1861-1865. Philadelphia: Burke &
McFetridge, 1887.

United States War Department.

Report of the Secretary of War. Report of
the Chief of Engineers: Washington, D.C.:
1874, 1876-1880, 1884, 1886, 1889, 1892-
1893, 1895-1897, 1899, 1900-1901, 1903

and 1917.

Surgeon General’s Office

Circular No. 9 Consolidated Statement of
Gunshot Wounds, by Surgeon J. H. Brinton,
U.S. Volunteers. Washington, D.C.: July 1,
1863.

Circular No. 15, Sickness and Mortality of
the Army during the First Year of the War,
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by J. J. Woodward, Assistant Surgeon, U.S.
Army. Washington, D.C.: Sept, 8, 1863.

Circular No. 6, Reflex Paralysis, by Acting
Assistant Surgeons S. Weir Mitchell, George
R. Morehouse and W. W. Keen, Jr.
Washington, D.C.: Mar. 10, 1864.

Circular No. 6, Reports on the Extent and
Nature of the Materials Available for the
Preparation of a Medical and Surgical
History of the Rebellion, by Brevet major J.
J. Woodward, Assistant Surgeon, U.S. Army;
Surgical Report by Brevet Lieutenant
Colonel G. A. Ctis, Surgeon, U.S.
Volunteers. Washington, D.C.: Nov. 1,
1865.

Circular No. 7, Report on Amputations of the
Hip-Joint in Military Surgery, by Brevet
Lieutenant Colonel G. A. Otis, Assistant
Surgeon, U.S. Army. Washington, D.C.:
July 1, 1867.

Books - Other Recommended Books

Author

Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Long, Everett B.

Civil War Day by Day: An Almanac, 1861-
1865. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1971.

Military Historical Society of
Massachusetts.

Papers of the Military Historical Society of
Massachusetts. Boston: Military Historical
Society of Massachusetts, 1895.

Times Publishing Company.

The Annals of the War. Philadelphia: Times
Publishing, 1879;

Organizations

Web Resources
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URL

Name and description

http://digital.library.cornell.edu/m/moawar/
waro.html.

Baylor University Libraries Making of
America contains a free on-line version of
the OR.

http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/sources/records/
default.cfm?CFID=3451013

eHistory is an on-line free resource provided
by The Department of History at The Ohio
State University

http://digital.library.cornell.edu/m/moawar/

waro.html

The Cornell University Library Making of
America Collection is a digital library of
primary sources in American social history
from the antebellum period through
reconstruction. This site provides free access
to 267 monograph volumes and over 100,000
journal articles with 19th century imprints.

http://www.hathitrust.org/

The HathiTrust Digital Library brings
together the immense collections of partner
institutions in digital form, preserving them
securely to be accessed and used today, and
in future generations. Currently the Digital
Library has almost 4 billion pages of
material digitized.

http://poolesplus.odyssi.com/cqi-
bin/phtml?@landing.htm

19" Century Masterfile is a paid subscription
website that aggregates pre-1930 scholarly
materials.

http://digitalcollections.baylor.edu/cdm/lan
dingpage/collection/tx-wotr

The Texas Collection at Baylor University is
houses a pristine copy of the War of the
Rebellion Atlas, and in 2010 the Digitization
Projects Group scanned the plates and placed
them online in this collection. The maps are
searchable by keywords, including military
personnel, city, state, and geographic
features.

http://usma.libguides.com/civilwar

U.S. Military Academy Library. Research
Guides: Civil War Research provides
suggested approaches to primary and
secondary American Civil War research
materials both online and print.

http://www.anb.org/

American National Biography Online offers
an exploration of American history through
the lives of the men & women who shaped
the nation. Note this is a subscription site.
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http://digitalcollections.baylor.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/tx-wotr
http://usma.libguides.com/civilwar
http://www.anb.org/
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Other Sources

Name

Description, Contact information including
address, email

H-Bar Enterprises

This website sells CD —ROM versions of the
ORs, Southern Historical Society Papers and
other source documents.
http://www.hbar.com/CWTitles.htm

Confederate Imprints

A Confederate imprint is a book or document
printed in the Confederate States of America
in a location which was under Confederate
control at the date of printing. There are
many sources of Confederate imprints
available on line. Duke University holds one
of the world’s largest collections of
Confederate imprints available without
charge. http://archive.org/details/dulci

19" Century American Newspapers

A number of Confederate battle repots,
especially late in the war and those for the
trans-Mississippi were only published in
regional newspapers. There are many sources
of 19" century American newspapers
available on line. Duke University has a
large on line collection of 19" century
newspapers available without charge.
http://library.duke.edu/research/finding/news
papers/newspapers_online.html

Scholars
Name Email
Alan Aimone aimoneappraisal@gmail.com
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